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“ Behold, the Lord’s hand is not that it cannot seve either his ea? 
that it cannot hear: But your iniquéties have Fe 
yur sins have hid his face from you, that he 
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The time allotted to man in this | others more hiviniil in 
mundane sphere, appears to }e but | ee small—to go im a 
and, to view it as some d 

er insignificant, compared with | a manner, scarcely resiat 
the vast eternity which lies stretchéd | them, al he ora that el 
out before him; yet, short and un- 
aes as it ma seem,’ he is 
rily brought through & great 
circumstances—to what end 
many do not appear to undergtand— 
and subjected to a series of trials |. 
before his career upon this terrestrial | 

te is brought to a termination. 
The path along which he is compelled) 
to travel, seems, from the time when 
he first gains the power of reason and | 
becomes a responsible being, until 
made him his victim, 
with many temptations, varying. 
in magnitude, a to. corres- 
a ee the strength of the tempted, 

b having some evil thing to con- 
tad with, either to overcemeé or to } 
be overcome, which can alone be de- | 

by the trial he is abeeyy | 
into. The child who goss unwillingly | 
school to perform the task allote 
him, often has has temptations —Wwht@i £0 
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one time appeared very important, as 
trivial now, yet, there is something 
else in which he las to be tried ; some 
one more sinful than himself may try 
to lead him astray, and, by constant 
tantalizing, cause him to yield, unless 
he should stand forth in the dignity 
of his manhood, rebuke the tempter, 
and thus cause the temptation to Gis- 
appear. By this act he will over- 
come and gain confidence in himself 
and his God, whose aid he has sought, 
to go forth with renewed strength, 
and conquer the next obstacle which 
raises its head before him, and to 
ascend the next mountain over which 
his path lies, borrowing strength from 
the sense of his last victory. The 
temptations mankind are subjected 
to, assume different aspects when 
viewed from different positions. When 
anything which might tend to wrong 
is first presented, it may appear im- 
possible almost to resist it, it having 
assumed a form dangerously deceptive, 
and the back may seem to bend be- 
neath the burden which looks as if in 
the act of being placed upon it; but, 
should man then step forth, aided by 
the Spirit of the Almighty, battle with 
the enemy and overcome him, when 
he looks back upon his labors with a 
consciousness that the victory was his, 
it will be with very different feelings 
to those produced when he saw the 
difficulty facing him. But, although 
one weakness may be overcome, and 
that which we feared but a short time 
since might beguile us, may have lost 
its charm, und no longer stand in the 
way us a temptation, the warfare will 
not cease there, the avowed enemy to 
all truth and virtue will still continue 
his work, while crring man is to be 
found upon the earth, and, if there is 
eny weak point which he can attack 
with the least probability of success, 
he will not leave it untried. The in- 
ducements which his Satanic majesty 
holds out to the righteous, with the 
antention of leading them astray, are 
eften presented in such a manner.as to 
e@ppear almost insignificant, unless 


ey should have the Spirit of truth 
which can penetrate the veil which is 
thrown around vice, in order that it 
may not be seen in its blackest form, 
that the design 
be the more 


the object of which is, 
of the Evil One may 


TEMPTATION, 


easily accomplished. Should th 

tempted give way to sin, it the 

assumes its most bideous form, the 

mantle having disappeared which hid 

from the gaze its real character, the 

Spirit of God is grieved, and the indi. 

vidual through yielding, has bee 

filled with feelings of remorse, which 
cause him to look back on his former 
course with sorrow and regret. 0p 
the other hand, had he overcome, he 
could then have reflected upon the 
same thing with pleasure, thankful 
for the conquest he had made over 
him whose whole object it is to lead 
astray erring humanity. Man never 
subdues a passion, however small, or 
rises above any little sin, without feel- 
ing very materially benefited, or with- 
out gaining strength from what he 
has passed through ; but, he often has 
to learn throngh bitter experience the 
folly of being led entirely by the m- 
clinations of his own will, and is made 
sensible of the weakness of human 
nature, unless assisted by a superior 
Power, which he is often led to seek 
in the hour of trial. Man is the 
moulder of his own character, and 
determines his present happiness or 
misery, as well as his future destiny, 
by the course he takes upon this earth 
while passing through his probation- 
ary state, and, if he is miserable, itis 
too often the result of bis own folly. 
When the mind is burdened with 
grief, and the heart which, when lit 
up by the Spirit of God, has been 
light and gay, feels a depressing weight 
resting upon it, a little reflection 
would, in many instances, enable such 
to trace the cause to something they 
had done to produce such feelings. 
The enormity of a sin is not always 
determined by the actual thing 
which is committed, so much as by 
the circumstances under which it was 
done, and the motives which led to tt 
A man may be living in violation 

the will of the Almighty, and be ur 
der no condemnation, simply becaus 
he is in ignorance of its existenc, 
and where there is no law there 1s 
transgression, the Apostle tells us; 
but, it is when a man does wrong W™" 
a knowledge of the same, and the » 
evitable consequences which ™ 
follow, that he is under condemnati( 
He who treats the laws of God ¥! 
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He will see the wicked- 
* into which he has fallen, and 
ere would not exist the slightest 
wessity for sending him to that hell 
bere we are told there 1s “actual 
sand brimstone,” for he wil! have 
efficiently hot in his own bosom, 
where the worm dieth not, and the 
, is not quenched,” until he feels 
bat by a strict observance of God’s 
bws, he has regained his confidence, 
d feels the Spirit of truth again 
thin his bosom. This earth can be 
ude a heaven or converted into a 
il. according to the way mankind 
ive; the former is simply the result 
ys clear conscience and the possession 
the Spirit of God, the latter 
juced by an opposite spirit. ut, 
though man may, in an unguarded 
oment, have given way to the temp- 
sions which he was brought into 
mtact with, the Spirit of the Lord 
not cease to strive with him, so 
ong as there is the least disposition 
his part to reform, and, through its 
uid will he be able to conquer, and in 
the end rise above every foe. It 
vould not be right to desire the path 
to be entirely cleared of these beset- 
ments, because without them man 
fainot rise to occupy a prominent 
sition in the kingdom of God, and 
without these things he would fail to 
perform the mission, and do the work 
wigned unto him upon the earth, 
und the purposes of the Creator could 
not be brought about, for, all those 
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will need no other accuser | things serve to give an e 


without which man would be soudaind 
comparatively useless. When he 
perly understands the cause of these — 
things, he will not pray for them to 
be taken entirely away, but rather 
that he may gain increased power to . 
cope with every spirit of darkness, and 
evercome every inducement which ~ 
would tend to lead astray, and like 
Him who, while upon the earth, never 
gave way to sin, go on conquering 
to conquer, until all enemies have 
been subdued, and he stands forth as 
the real, true embodiment of truth . 
and purity, and in the dignity of man- - 
hood, as designed by God, for which 
urpose these trials have confronted 
him in his journey towards perfection. 
Although, as we have said, these 
things are necessary to the develo 
ment of man, he should not heed! 
run into them, and think by exposing 
himself to temptations, he can the 
sooner and better perform his mission, 
for, they will come fast enough of 
themselves. A writer once observed, . 
and very wisely too, that ‘‘ He who has 
no mind to trade with the Devil, 
should be so wise as to keep from his 
shop.” Should the powers of evil 
prevail over man at any time, let him 
not be discouraged, but go forth with 
renewed determination to battle with 
Satan, gathering encouragement from 
the promise, that ‘*Unto him that 
oe shall be given a crown of 
e. 


WHY DO YOU GATHER? 


BY ELDER JOSEPH B. 8. RUSSELL. 


This is a question that is universall 
uked of the Elders, by those who red 
honest enough to wish to investigate 
“ doctrines. They are convinced 

t we preach the true Gospel of 
ee hot varying in the least parti- 

that taught by Jesus and 

A — and cannot, with all 

 arling and acquired abilities, 

rove or refute the \stro argu- 
ueuts we bring to bear upon the sub- 
Mt, leaving out the powerful living 


testimonies that we so solemnly and 
repeatedly bear unto them ; but, there 
is one thing after all they cannot 
clearly comprehend, and that is, why 
we cannot be saved as well in one 
country as another. If we were in- 
clined to be crusty or short with 
them, and sum the matter up under 
one head, we would answer, Why 
should Noah’s ark have been made of 
gopherwood? or, why would not 
some other mode save us besides 
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baptism? We gather, simply because | 


it is the commandment of God, ‘and 
has been spoken of by all the ancient 
Prophets and Apostles since the world 
began, besides the voice from heaven 
in these days; and again, we are 
ushering in the last dispensation, 
when all things (according to the 
Scriptures), are to be gathered together 
that are in Christ. We are also ful- 
filing the prophecy of Isaiah, who 
declared, while wrapped in prophetic 
vision, what should happen in the 
last days. He says, ‘‘It shall come 
to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from 
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from 
Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the 
sea. And he shall set up an ensign 
for the nations, and shall assemble the 
outcasts of Israel, and gather together 
the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the eurth.” We believe in 
the literat gathering of the Jews, 
after the fulness of the Gentiles has 
come in, and that the words of Isaiah 
are now fulfilling, that in the last 
days the mountain of the Lord’s house 
should be established in the tops of 
the mountains, and that all nations 
should flow unto it, and that the law 
would eventually go forth from Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem. We also believe that John 
the Revelator, through inspiration, 
warned the people correctly concern- 
ing Babylon, or the world, when he 
said, ‘‘Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
For her sins have reached unto hea- 
ven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities. For all nations have drunk 
of the wine of the wrath of her forni- 
cation, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and 
the merchants of the earth are waxed 
rich through the abundance of her 
delicacies.” But, if there was not a 
word prophecied within the boards of 
the Bible, nor any voice from heaven 
in these days, concerning the gather- 
ing of the Suints, the spirit of the 
Gospel itself would be a sufficient 
guide to the true believer, for, no 
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sooner does he yield obedience to it 
requirements, than he feels desire 
separate himsclf from the world a 
his former associations, in fact, the 
whole of his past life seems a blank 
in his existence, and he wishes % 
seek congenial spirits, and dwell when 
such an influence reigns supreme, aj 
where he could be less tempted 
commit sin. The friendship of th 
world is enmity to God, and the say. 
ing of the Savior to his disciples wa, 
“‘If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but becanseye 
are not of the world, | have chose 
you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you.” Oil and wate 
will not mingle, neither will the pur 
principles of the Gospel amalgamate 
with unrighteousness, and, conse 
quently, if the will of God is ever 
done on earth as it is in heaven, the 
righteous must be separated from the 
wicked and ungodly; and, finally, 
those that will not repent after they 
have been thoroughly and faithfully 
warned, not only by preaching, but 
by wars, earthquakes, plagues, éc., 
must be swept off with the besom of 
destruction. Again, when people re 
ceive the Holy Ghost through the pro 
per channel, they are willing to for 
sake father, mother, sister and bre 
ther, husband or wife, and follow it 
whisperings. It causes men in thes 
days, as well as anciently, to drop 
their fishing nets, or relinquish even 
business of a far more importaml 
nature, and go into the midst of 
foreign nations, and travel without 
purse or scrip, to bear the glorious 
message of salvation to their fellows, 
and it takes one of a city and two of 
family. Will any other system pr 
duce this effect upon its follower’ 
How far would one of our modem 
ministers walk without purse or scrip, 
to save the erring sinner? Not far. 
What a striking contrast do we my 
behold! The one ready at the call o 
God to drop everything, and ago 
that is near and dear to him by 

ties of nature, depending alone 4 
God for succor, taking not evel re 
coats, nor making any 
the future, not even thinking wha 
shall say, but, dependent arty 
upon the promises of the Almig Y 
not even possessing, in many Cas 
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The be 

college, must be educated in 
oy higher branches of education, 
have a fine salary and fine church or 
chapel, and a carriage to convey him 
from place to place. Our message 1s 
not particnlarly to first make men 
believe that Joseph Smith was a Pro- 
phet of the Lord, or that men must 
rather into Zion, but, we invite them 
to believe in their Bible, to obey the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, to humble 


Kiberal education. 
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themselves before him, aad. be.clean 
from sin by*immersion in water, 
one having authority from_ the 
mighty, and then receive the layi 
on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost, and then the promise 
of Peter on the day of Pentecost will 
be fulfilled, ‘‘for the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” 


CONSISTENCY OF THE GOSPEL. 


Notwithstanding all the vigorous 
efforts and arguments which have been 
used by the learned and eloquent, in 
this boasted age of enlightenment and 
piety, with a view to evince the in- 
congruity of the religion taught and 
practiced by the Latter-day Saints, 
the evidenced and irrefutable fact stall 
remains, that it is the only system 
extant possessing the elements of hu- 
man happiness. The distinguishing 
leatures of this system of religion are, 
the union that flows in an unbroken 
stream turough all its various ramifi- 
catlons, causing oneness of feeling, 
sentiment and action; the faith, hope 
and love it inspires in man, and the 
knowledge it conveys of man’s duties 
bere and rewards hereafter. Nor is 
this union the result of a human 
fabrication, but one proceeding from 
Divine cause. It is not the effect of 
lar-advanced, modern philosophy, but 
the result of communication with the 
heavens. The worship taught by it is 
| not that of Sunday’s alone, but that 

of every-day life and action, so as to 
entitle man toevery-da blessings by the 
observance of every-day good deeds. 
It holds forth life eternal to all people 
and nations, rich and poor alike, pro- 
age they act alike, and bow in hum- 
to its stipulations. 
ose Who calculate becoming rich 

must speculate in this lucrative cause, 
ote good works for blessings, hu- 
mae for exaltation, obedience for 
“em oe It gives felicity even in 
the 2 and penetrates the future beyond 
harrow limits of mortality, hold- 
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ing scope for the loftiest aspirations, 
position for the finest and ripest at- 


tainments, and reward well calculated 
to appease every aspiration the soul is 
susceptible of knowing, throughout 
the various and endless gradations of 
intelligence and progression. It dis- 


criminates with the greatest exactness, 
the capabilities an an ae of its 
individual subjects, and, like the wise 


and skilful tradesman with his various 
tools, uses them when and where they 
are most requisite for general advan- 
tage. 

Again, this system teaches us that 
if we wish to raise ourselves, we must 
do so upon proper principles. It is 
not by placing our feet on the necks 
of those whom we may be inclined to 
suppose are our inferiors, that we can 
raise ourselves and think to enjoy 
happiness. If such were the case, we 
should find the world teeming with 
this attribute, but the opposite is the 
result. We find in every circle and 
grade of society, that the elements of 
strife are at work by reason of the 
absence of proper principle, and were 
we, as Saints, to adopt the same 
method, baneful effects would accrue 
to us also, causing us to leave the 
truth by reason of the Spirit of God 
leaving us, and thereby entailing upon 
ourselves the loss of the greatest con- 
ceiveable boon—nameély, our salvya- 
tion. To reason out this subject a 
little more fully, we will find e im- 
practicability of thus attaiming happi- 
ness, Man in his nature beirg @ 
social being, it would be utterly im- 
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possible for him to become happy, | 
unless some persons were considered 
by him his equal, and fit to associate 
with him in the social circle, there to 
breathe freely sentiments and joys 
kindred to his own. 

The fact stands thus, that if we wish 
exaltation, we must labor for it ina 
reasonable, judicious manner, ob- 
serving at all times that when we are 
enabled to take a step further up- 
wards on the ladder of progression, it 
is our duty, and likewise our interest, 
to help our brother in doing a similar 
action. If these be our motives, and 
‘** excelsior” our motto, both as regards 
ourselves and our brethren, we will 
gradually add weight and completion 
to our character that will transcend, 
a thousand times, all the pomp and 
power that is or ever was wielded by 


the proud and haughty potentates of 
the earth. 
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of the earth, that government . 
they now exist, must yield to the faty 
of annihilation? A th be 
been decreed, and will surely try. 
spire. The King of kings will dese 
with healing in his wings, and pig 
human authority and power unde 
his feet. Earth’s down-trodden omg 
must yet enjoy an immunity fn 
wretchedness and woe, and rejoig 
under the equity and righteousnes q 


the Priesthood of the eternal Jehorah, 18 
Zion must be built up, her sonsb. wi 
come a terror to the nations, and, ov 
joy to the honest-hearted. Nation G 
must yet know the time when th G 


wisdom and counsel they requir, 
will only be found among the Pm 
phets of God. The present develop 
ment of events presages the new 
approach of all these glorious idew 
spoken of by holy Apostles and Pr 
phets since the world began. 


Know ye not, ye great, proud ones 


J. CHRysral. 
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I went to Scarborough, Maine, after 
my wife, and also my son, Wilford, 
who was born March 22, 1840. My 
daughter, Sarah Emma, had died 
July 17, 1840. 

I returned to New York, and started 
for Nauvoo, via the Lakes; was 
wrecked on Lake Michigan in the 
steamer Chesapeake, but arrived in 
Nauvoo in safety Oct. 6, 1841, when 
I had the happy privilege of meeting 
with the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum, 
and my brethren of the Twelve. 

I bought a log house of brother 
Tracy, on lot No. 1, block 106, on 
Hotchkiss and Durfee Streets. Presi- 
dent Joseph Smith afterwards gave 
me the lot. 

_ I spent the winter of 1841-2 attend- 
ing meetings, councils, and laborin 
with my hands. I attended the Nau- 


of two thousand dollars for 
ful return of all monies received. 


purchased a supply of pa 
other materials su 
ing-office for more th 4 
arrived in Nauvoo on the 4th of ov. 


Nauvoo, received my enJowments 


voo House provision store until the 
3rd Feb., 1842, when I took charge 
of the business department of the 
printing- office. 

On the 5th of March, my daughter, 
Phebe Amelia, was born. 

Sep. 24.—The printing-office took 
fire in the upper story, im the mids 
of a large amount of paper, aud Wi 
with difficulty tage 

I remained in Nauvoo, attending 
council meetings and the business , 
the printing-office, until the 7th 0 
July 1843, when I started ona mission 
with Elders Brigham Young and Geo. 
A. Smith, to the Eastern States, M0 
collect funds for the Temple and Nav: 
voo House. I gave bonds in the sum 
for the faith- 


On my return home in the l 


r an 
cient fort 
an a year, 


I spent the winter of 1843-4 2 
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and remained in the | 


Twelve, 
on eo til the 20th of Janu- | 


‘nting-ofuce un J 
angry when I closed the business, 
"Rr, aud left it well supplied with materials 
“Send in the hands of Elder John Taylor. 
mt al | built a two story brick house upon 
lot. 
ai hb the spring of 1844, I was ap- 
from inted a mission to go through the 
ign em States with the Quorum of 
$8 of the Twelve, and on the 9th of May 


1344, I took the last parting hand 
with President Joseph Smith, in his 
own house, in company with J. M. 
Grant. He blessed me, and bid me 


the God speed. I left Nauvoo in company 
lire, with Elders G. A. Smith, J. M. Grant 
Pr and Ezra Thayer. We travelled 
lop. through Illinois, Indiana and Michi- 
eat gan, and preached and held Confe- 
leas rences, 

i June 17.—I parted with Elder G. 


A. Smith in Franklin, Michigan, and 
went to Boston via the Lakes and 
Albany; met with the Twelve in 
Boston on the 27th of June. I at- 
tended Conferences and meetings with 
the Twelve, and visited Maine. I 
was in Portland, ready to step on 
board of a steamer for Fox Islands, 
when I saw an account of the martyr- 
dom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith in 
Carthage jail; the Spirit bore record to 
me it was true. [immediately return- 
ed to Boston, met in Council with the 
Twelve, returned with them to Nauvoo, 
where we arrived on the 6th of August. 
I attended the Special Conference of 
the Authorities of the Church, when 
the thousands who assembled on the 
occasion, voted unanimously to sus- 
tain the Quorum of the Twelve Apos- 
tles as the Presidency and leaders of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. 

[ have ever been impressed, since 
my first acquaintance with the Church 
and kingdom of God upon the earth, 
with the importance of keeping a 


journal and record of the dealings of 


God with this people, and our official 
ats in the ministry, and under this 
view I have written sketches of most 
of the sermons and teachings which I 
have heard from the mouth of Joseph 
Smith the Prophet, and many ‘of the 
teachings of the Twelve Apostles and 
others. Believing this course to be 
beneficial, I would recommend the 
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Riders of Israel to 
what is recorded on earth may be re- 
corded in heaven. 


CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. - 
(Written at Great Salt Lake City; Feb. 1858.) 

Varied and diverse are the lives 
and fortunes of men; while the paths 
of some are strewn with flowers and 
ease from the cradle to the grave, 
with naught to disturb their peace 
others are marked victims of varied 
misfortunes, accidents and dangers. 
The last-named class is the one in 
whose ranks [ have stood through my 
infancy, childhood, yonth and man- 
hood, up to the present time, so much 
so, that it has seemed as though some 
invisible power or fate was watching 
my footsteps, in order to find some 
opportunity to take my life from: the 
earth. I can only attribute the con- 
tinuation of my life to the present 
time to a merciful God, whose hand 
has been stretched out, and resctied 
me from death in the midst. of the 
many dangers and hairbreadth escapes 
I have passed through, some of which 
I will here mention. 

When three years of age, I fell into 
a caldron of boiling water, was in- 
stantly caught out, but was so badly 
scalded, that it was nine months be- 
fore I was considered out of danger. — 

At five years of age, I fell from the 
great beam of a barn, striking my face 
upon the floor, which came near 
breaking my neck. 

Three months afterwards, I broke 
one of my arms, by falling down 
stairs. I soon after broke my other 
arm, by falling out of a high stoop 
upon a pile of timber. 

When six years of age, I came near 
being killed by a surly bull My 
father and I were feeding pumpkins 
to the cattle, a surly bull drove my 
cow away from the one she was eating. 
I took the pumpkin he had left, unos 
which he pitched at me. My fa 
told me to throw down the 
andrun. I ran down a steep hi 
and took the pumpkin with me, being 
determined that the cow should have 
her rights. The bull pursued. A 
he was about to oyertake me, T 
yet tate the 
e over me, after the pan, 

horns, 


‘ond tore it to pieces with 
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and would have served mein the same | a one-horse wagon with several o 


way, had I not fallen. 

During the same year, I went into 
my father’s saw mill, with several 
others. I got upon the head-block to 
take a ride, while the carriage was 
running back, not anticipating any 
danger ; my leg was cauglit between 
the head-block and the fender-post, 
and broke both bones of my leg below | 
the knee. I was taken to the house, | 
and lay nine hours before my bones 
were set, suffering severe pain; but | 
being young, my bones soon knit | 
together, and [ was upon my feet. 
again. During my continement by 
this lameness, my brother Thompson 
was also confined in the same room 
with the typhus fever. 

When seven years of age, I was 
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-upon a dry limb, which broke, and] 


riding on the top of a load of hay, 


which my uncle, UOzan Woodruff, was | the bottom, and carrying with hima 


driving to the barn; he turned the 
load over upon me; I was nearly 
suffocated for the want of air, before 
the hay was removed. 


At eight years old, I was riding in 


(To be continued.) 


theny 


the horse took fright, ran 
steep hill, and the 
upon us; but again, while in th} 
midst of danger, my life was preserved: 
none of us were seriously injured, 
When nine years old, I climbed iniy 
an elm tree to obtain bark. I ste 


fell about fifteen feet upon my back, 
which beat the breath out of my body, 
A cousin ran and told my parents | 
was dead. Before they arrived at the 
spot, I came to my senses, and m4 
them. 

When twelve years of age, I wa 
drowned in Farmington river, and 
sunk in 30 feet of water, and afte 
carrying one person to the bottom 
with me, I was miraculously saved by 
a young man named Bacon diving t 


large stone, to hold him down until he 
obtained my body, not expecting to 
save me alive. I suffered much i 
being restored to life. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 1865. 


—— 


THE GOSPEL PLAN OF 


IMPROVEMENT. 


MENTAL AND SOCIAL 


Taz importance of forming correct habits, and living so that our faculties may 
become properly developed, and our judgments fully matured on all principles 
necessary for our improvement and progression, is something which should 
command the careful attention of all who may be interested either in the 
advancement and elevation of humanity, or in their own moral or spit 

growth and power, When we consider the economy of the human mind, ” 
perceive that it is capable of a variety of processes, and that we can exercise 
great power over these processes, in controlling, guiding and regulating their 
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ovements. When we do not use this power, then the mind becomes merely 
.» slave of external impressions and chance associations, which are too often 
sin, unprofitable and injurious, and, hence the responsibility attached to all 
. use the talents God has given them, in such a manner as to strengthen the 
ower of resistance against indifference and negligence, and consecrate each 
walty to the service of its Creator. It is important, also, to recognize the 
distinction betwixt those things which will elevate and purify the temple where 
hought and feeling and affection dwell, and those which being of the earth, 
arthy, will perish with the using, leaving a vacuum behind which nothing can 
fj. There are pursuits to which men may devote their whole existence, for 
be attainment of which they may struggle and wrestle, and yet, instead of 
such pursuits being treasures laid up for heaven, when they themselves leave 
this world, such acquirements will die with them. But, on the other hand, 
those endowments bestowed by nature have been properly exercised by man, 
it his affections have been dutifully cherished and properly placed, his friend- 
ships well-formed and faithfully maintained, his intellect subservient to the 
suse of truth and virtue, then such things will never die, but as surely accom- 
pany him to another sphere, as when there, he will retain his identity and 
consciousness through all eternity. Itis a noble thing to watch the progress 
of the mind from its first feeble efforts to grasp at truth, until at last it stands 
forth in perfect symmetry, a reflex and image of Deity. Insurmountable 
difficulties and obstacles vanish before it, and a power attends it whose influ- 
ence penetrates around, and leaves a sweet savor wherever it goes ; some, like 
the seed falling upon stony ground, or among the thorns and brambles of 
wiversity, wither and die, while others, no matter where they are cast, whether 
ingood ground, or amongst adverse or unfavorable circumstances, preserve 
within them the elements of life and vigor, sink their roots deep into the soil, 
and bloom and flourish in immortal and unfading youth and strength and 
beauty. 

And yet, although the human mind is capable of unlimited expansion and 
growth, the constituent elements of which it isgframed being alike in all, and 
the accessories necessary to its full formation within their reach, we find that 
but few in the world have ever attained to a great height, whether in the region 
of morals, of theology, of arts or sciences, the greater number being content to 
glean after the gifted few, who have gone forth gathering the truth that lay 
around, and looking upon the appearance of such as mere chance, or depend- 
ent upon material causes. But, if we view man’s history, not as a mere chags, 
but as the scheme of an intelligent superintending Power, this view appears 
incorrect, and not in accordance with the design of creation. Their presence 
is the simple result of an eternal, inviolable law ; not so much a special act of 
Divine will and creative energy, as the one act of the same law, suggesting the 
idea ota grand spiritaal choir of the great and good and noble of all ages, 
extending in harmonious succession through the whole history of human 
Progress. The periodical appearance of such men seems regulated and ap-~ 
pointed, so as to secure the progressive intellectual development of the hume 
face, or prepare the nations for the reception of some truth, to them formenly 
unknown, or by them rejected. If we trace the history of the world, we will 
find this exemplified, whether in spiritual or temporal affairs. A Moses was 
raised to be the herald of life and liberty to the Israelites, and a Cyrus to free 
them from the yoke and bondage of Babylon, a John as the forerunner of the 


Ge 


> 


i 


362 EDITORIAL. 


Christian dispensation, an Atilla as the scourge of God, breaking the poreg 
the proud and haughty Romans ; and so, whether in the political, the weal 
or the religious world, we find that those changes which have shaken emis 
to their centre, broken down the barriers of superstition, and caused thet 
of human progress to roll its waters over the old, worn-out landmarks of 


requirements of man, and recognizing not earthly distinctions, but trath, inte 
grity and obedience as the foundation to be laid by man to enable himw 
attain to future greatness, it effectually takes from the world those accessors 
on which it depends so much, that mask so often worn by man to conceal th 
motives leading him to the performance of any action, and bids him lean it 
support upon the Spirit of God, and, by his actions, cause it to flow throug 
his whole being, irradiating and illumining the soul, and fitting him to tale 
his proper position amongst the governing classes of mankind. Too oftenm 
find in the world that men, after striving and struggling to become known aut 
respected by their fellows, at last, finding all avenues tu fame and bond 
closed against them, or only®pened by a golden talisman, lay themselves dow 
in despair, forgetting that it is not he who struggles, but who overcometh, tht 
shall be saved. To him who will obey its requirements, the Gospel guarantes 
everything that can satisfy and exalt man. True, it does not offer him men 
wealth and baubles, but incites him to the perseverance of good and noble 
deeds, by the sure and certain hope and promise of a reward in the future 
that will far surpass the greatness and glory of king or potentate. Tt tells him 
that it is ‘the mind that makes the body rich,” that the world shall yet bor 
to it as it marches along in triumph, its trophies, the elements of society 
.blended in harmcny as of old, nations redeemed, and the olive branch of peace 

waving over the world. It guides him in the formation of his character, ant 
impresses upon him the vast importance of those little habits which make 
the sum of human life. The day of small things is not fully recognized by 
men, nor its importance rightly understood. Straining after ‘‘ pomp ™ 
circumstance,” and glory, the canses that produce the effects on which they 
gaze in wonder, are by them unheeded and forgotten; but the Gospel, wid 
and comprehensive, embraces in its ample folds these apparently insignificatl 
events, and shows that often upon them hangs the destiny of a nation o* 
world. They are like flakes of snow, no single flake added to the pile pre 
ducing a sensible change, and yet each added to the other, covering ,the huge 


dition, have been heralded by some one who has burst forth like a star, bes “ 
ing the germs of those truths that would yet gleam over the world in splenig tio 
and glory. ha 
We might be inclined to wonder why only so few have been enabled) of 
attain to this height of intelligence, and various causes might be pointed at wr 
and reasons alleged for it, and we might also ask, if it is in the economye 0 
creation or redemption, that the few alone should always rule and guide, a by 
if there is not some system whereby all who will can expand their facultia . 
purify the channels through which thought flows, and, although mayhap, neve - 

attaining to an exalted height, yet, at least, be able to view the life here in th 
relationship it sustains to the life hereafter, and cultivate a sense of the deg P 
importance of exercising their mental powers only according to the principle P 
of wisdom and truth, and virtue and holiness. Such a system, we say, is ‘ 
be found in the Gospel. It is the pivot upon which all hopes of the regener P 
tion of humanity turns. In its very nature it is adapted to the constitution 
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mountain, or shrouding the frozen earth. And so, no single event causes any 
marvellous change in the history or the progress of a nation, but, each forms a 
link in the chain which at some future time binds that nation with the iron 
bond of despotism, or the golden fetters of love and unity. No single: action 
creates, however much it may exhibit a man’s character ; but, as the tempest 
hurls the avalanche down the mountain, overwhelming men and their ‘ habita- 
tions, so pasion, acting upon the elements of mischief which pernicious habits 
have brought together by imperceptible accumulation, overthrows the edifice 
of truth and virtue ; or, as the coral insect uses its tiny strength through long 
weary years and centuries, forming at last the firm adamant, the unyielding 
continent, so man, allowing the seeds of virtue to germinate and grow, will, 
by habits carefully watched and rightly applied, rear a superstructure that will 
withstand the blasts of adversity and the attacks of temptation, and remain 
inviolate, a proud trophy of indomitable energy, perseverance and integrity, 
We often find men who do not seem gifted with the power of continuity or 
concentration, and who, like the butterfly flying from flower to flower, are 
constantly seeking after some new principle, before making themselves suffici- 
ently conversant or acquainted with the one they might formerly have been 
studying, thus’ unfitting themselves for the mental labor requisite in the 
development of the faculties. Such men may attract by the brilliancy of their 
conversation, by the novelty of the subjects introduced by them, or the uni- 
versal nature of their genius, yet, such are not enduring orsubstantial. When 
a tree is covered with blossoms, it appears very beautiful to the eye, but, if 
all were to be changed into frnit, the tree would not be possessed of snfficient 
strength to bear the burden, and impart life and nourishment to the branches, 
and so with the expansion of the intellectual powers. This brilliancy of 
intellect may be beautiful, but it is necessary that it should undergo a pruning 
operation, that some of the blossoms should be shaken off, so that the mind 
may be able to develop properly those principles necessary to fit it for its 
exaltation, and thus strengthen it for the reception of things greater, and may- 
hap more difficult to understand. | 
But, the superiority of the Gospel as a system of education, is to be found in 
this, that it not only provides for the intellectual, but also the moral and social 
development of man. Believing that the welfare of society and of nations, 
springs from the proper training of the individuals composing the state or 
government, and that when the world is organized upon a proper basis, it will 
be upon the primitive and patriarchal order, it teaches man the principles 
upon which such a family organization will become complete and perfect, and 
shows him that upon the influences brought to bear on the young and rising 
generation, will depend the future strength and prosperity of the kingdom of 
God. It invests home and the family circle, with a halo of peace and quiet, 
and points the the weary wanderer to that eternal home, where the ties and 
relationships that brighten up life’s weary path, will exist in perfect security, 
Undimmed by the shadow of a care, free from the dross of mortality. , It 
shows the poor man, that the ties which bind the wealthy and prond are forged 
in earth, but those which link him to his humble hearth, bear the stamp of 
heaven. The rich may love their inheritance as a part of themselves, trophies 
of their birth and power, but the poor man’s takes a deeper hold. His house- 
hold gods are not gold and silver and precious stones, but flesh and blood, his 
tichest property is the affections of his own heart, and so his home becomes a 
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sacred place. It teaches the rich and the learned man, that in the develop: 
ment of the social ties, lies the bond that will link the human race in love gg 
brotherhood, and cause the blessing of God to rest upon the world, and 80 ty 
those who come under its benign and cheering influence, the mind ex 
the affections bloom, and they are prepared to form part of that great redeemaj 
family that shall yet stand upon the earth, with whom God shall dwell, they 
being his people, and he their Lord. 


TO DISTRICT PRESIDENTS, CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS, é&c.—In 
accordance with instructions received by us some time ago from President 
Young, and published in the Srar, we have to request that in future all sum 
from ten shillings and upwards, paid in by parties to their Individual Emign 
tion Account, be forwarded to this Office by them, and they will receive a 
receipt for the same. Smaller sums may be paid in to Conference Pres. 
dents, and forwarded by them to Liverpool in the usual manner, and, when 
they amount to the above sum, receipts will be granted by us. We have 
therefore to request that the brethren will inform the Saints in their variow 
fields of labor, of this arrangement, and assist in carrying it into effect, so far 
as may be necessary. 


fy 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘AmERICA.—From a letter received from brother David 0. Calder, dated 
Great Salt Lake City, on the 27th of March last, we make the following 
extract :—‘‘I feel truly grateful to God that I am permitted to live in this 
day of his power, and to have a place in his kingdom, with the knowledge that 
he lives in the midst of his Saints, that he speaks to his servants, that he 
dwells with his Prophet Brigham, that He knows the secrets of the heart, and 
in his justice will judge righteously. The Saints are, as a general thing, 
throughout the settlements, in good spirits, apt to obey counsel, and have, to 
a great extent, the spirit of improvement. The disposition of the members of 
the Twelve among the settlements, has been of greatly increasilg 


faith"and good works of the Saints.” , 
Istanps Misston.—Elder Alma’ L. Smith, writing from Laie, 
sland of Oahu, on 21st of February last, speaks favorably of the state of 
affairs on the Islands, He, in company with brother Cluff, are taking charge 
during the absence of brothers Hammond and Nebeker, who, after purchasing 
the settlement for the native Saints to gather to, had gone to Utah, to make 
arrangements for a permanent stay on the Islands. ‘‘ This place,” he says, 
** called Laie, is situated on the Island of Oahu, about thirty-five miles from 
the city of Honolulu, on the north side of the island, where we always bare 
the refreshing, cool sea breeze. It isa beautiful place. Our dwelling-house 
is situated on a very pleasant elevation, about a quarter of a mile from, ® 
overlooking the deep blue sea. We have now from twenty to thirty native 
_ men at work in the place, fencing, ploughing, planting, W&c. Some of them 
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derstand different kinds of work, but the most of them, like the cattle on, 
u are ignorant and unbroken. A person would require the wisdom of, 


lace 
da am and the patience of Job, to accomplish anything ; but, as patience. 
ed snd perseverance will sometimes accomplish a great deal, we do not mean to 


get discouraged, but rsevere in well doing, believing that all will work 
gut right in the end.” 

SovTHAMPTON District.—Elder Charles W. Stayner, writing from South- 
smpton on the 26th ult., says :—‘‘I have just returned from a visit round the 
Dorset and Reading Conferences, and find things moving along gradually. 
We have commenced out-door preaching in many places, and purpose continu- 
ing whensoever and wheresoever an opportunity offers itself for the purpose. 
My health is good, and I rejoice much in the Work of God.” | 

EpinsurGH CoNFERENGE.—Elder James Ure, writing from Edinburgh on’ 
the Ist inst., speaks cheeringly of the prospects for the future in that part of | 
the vineyard. He had spent a few days in Bathgate, visiting and preaching to 
the Saints and others, and on Monday the 29th ult., baptized and confirmed 


three young men in that place. 


Fr 
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V4 NEWS FROM HOME. 


We have received files of the Deseret News and Daily Telegraph, to the 22nd 
of April inclusive. News having been received of the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, business for the day was generally suspended throughout the: 
City, flags were draped in mourning at half mast, stores and other public 
buildings were closed and craped. In accordance with the recommendations 
of the acting Secretary of State, public service was held in the Tabernacle on 
the 19th of April, at 12 o’clock noon. Prayer was offered by Elder Franklin 
D. Richards, an extemporaneous address delivered by Elder Amasa M. Lyman, 
and an eulogium on the life, character, and illustrious services of the late Presi- 
dent, given by the Rev. Norman McLeod. On the Sunday previous, Elders 
Wilford Woodruff and F. D. Richards preached on the same subject, and Elder 
George Q. Cannon followed, reviewing the once unhappy sadness that pre- 
vailed amongst the Latter-day Saints, consequent upon the perpetration of a 
like wicked, but more dastardly act of cruel murder done in cold blood. ; 

Ou the 14th of April, Mr. Samuel Adams, who had recently come up the 
Colorado river with Captain Trueworthy, delivered a lecture in the City, om 
the feasibility of bringing merchandize to the Territory by way of the Colo- 
tado. The lecturer was fully persuaded, that all doubts in regard to the suc- 
cessful navigation of Rat river, were now dispelled. He gave his opinion 
relative to the probable cost of freight by the Colorado route, and felt satisfied. 
that important settlements would before long be made along the banks of that, 
%8 yet, only partially explored river. A wnanimous resolution was passed, sus’ 
taining Captains Trueworthy and Adams in their enterprise of opening the — 
navigation of the river to Callville, and deprecating any attempts. to barthe 
navigation of that river to that company or any other association, designed to: 
Prevent the free intercourse of the citizens of Utah with the Pacific coast ; and 
the chairman, Hon, Elias Smith, thought that prophetic powers were not 
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particularly necessary, to enable business men to see that, should the navig, 
tion of the Colorado prove a present failure, the “‘ Iron Horse” would soon be 
moving across the Plains, and add to the comfort and convenience of al] cit) 


zens in the Pacific slope. 
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ENGLAND. 
WEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CONFERENCE. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 26, 1865. 
President Wells. 


Dear Brother,—I take the present | blessings to be 
opportunity of writing you a few lines, | fulness and obedience, forgetting the 


as to the condition of this Conference 
and my own welfare, feeling it to be 
my duty, and believing that they will 
be acceptable, as I am well aware of 
the interest you take in the prosperity 
of the Work in these lands. I have, 
however, neglected writing before, 
partly because I felt my inefficiency to 
write on any subject creditably or 
satisfactorily, and partly because I had 


not been able to make myself suffici- : 


ently acquainted with the full state of 
affairs in this Conference. However, 
I will now endeavor to state its con- 
dition to the best of my knowledge. 
As you are aware, I received an ap- 
pointment to labor in this Conference, 
at the District Conference held at 
Birmin:zham in January last, and left 
Coventry for this place on the 3rd of 
January. Since my arrival here, I 
have been visiting the Saints, and 
gaining all the information I could as 
to their temporal and spiritual con- 
dition. I am happy to say that the 
greater portion of the Saints are feel- 
ing well, and attentive to their duties. 
They are grateful for the restoration 
of the Gospel, and the many blessings 
God has bestowed upon them, since 
they rendered obedience to his com- 
mands, and try to conduct themselves 
so that other people can see that the 
principles they have embraced are true 
and productive of good. Through 
their walk and conversation tke 


) world, many are led to think there is 
something in “‘ Mormonism,” and & 
investigate accordingly. Some few 
show a feeling of indifference to the 
gained through faith- 


| promise of the Safior, that the reward 
of eternal life is to them that endorn 
faithful tothe end. We know when 
we live so as to have the unction of 
the Holy Spirit, we can easily keep in 
view this bright prize, and the future 
seems stored with plenty of happiness. 

I feel thankful to God for his many 
blessings to me. I feel grateful for 
the knowledge I have received, and 
my desire is to devote my life entirely 
to the cause of truth, and the advanee- 
ment of the Church and kingdom of 
God; and I hope by my actions mn 
the future, to show my gratitude for 
the privileges I have received. 

The majority of the Priesthood are 
united with me, and we have com- 
menced our out-door preaching as the 
days are getting fine. I believe our 
endeavors will result in adding to our 
number ; if not, I will have the plea 
sure of at least bearing my testimony 
the Truth. At we have 

ut little o iti ut I suppose 
the Devil ago va to opposejthe 
truth. For some months, back we 
have added several to the Church. Fj! 
hope my next repert will be even more 
favorable, as we are improving a 
ponent, and our meetings are mom 

y 


attend@d. 
ith kind love to yourself, and all 
associated with you in the Office, I 


| am your brother in the Gospel, 
E. T. 


| Ceremony 
m strong 


ny oes always the companion of weak minds; it is a plant that will never gre" 


From this life, as from dungeon-bars, we look at the skies, and are refreshed with 
sweet visions of the home that shall be ours when we are free. rs 
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one itted to a the truth about the peremptory deniand said to” 
bas been perm . 
hve been preferred by President Johnson, for an immediate settlement of the 
sma claims. Nothing has happened to justify the assertion, that the suc-~ 
vas of the Union armies, or the death of Mr. Lincoln and the succession of =| 
¥; Johnson, has been followed by a change in the policy of the United States. = 
The statement that a formal demand has lately been made, falls to the eit a 
_The Canadian delegates return to Canada next week, having established. , 
sith the Government complete unison respecting the fortification of Quebeo,. 
od Montreal, and for the general defence of Canada, and they feel confidené., 
ihe confederation of all the North American provinces will be arranged to the, 
wtire satisfaction both of the Imperial Government, and of the various pro«> 
rnces of British America. ify 
Curva.—The Taeping rebellion does not yet seem at an end, ‘though thes 
Chins Mail thinks there is no doubt it will be extinguished in the course of a, 
fw months. The accounts by the present advices, represent the “* rebels” to 
be enclosed in a district round about the city of how. Imperial forces 
we north-west and south of them, and the coast is being guarded by custem- 
house steamers. The latest news report a rebel victory, with a loss to the 
Imperialists of a thousand men; but a previous encounter had a different. 
isue, the rebels losing two thousand men. Acccrding to the North Chine Dasip.. 
News, these two thousand men were taken prisoners, and afterward beheaded” 
by the victors. The same paper says*—‘‘ Barbarous atrocities are being perpe- 
trated on Europeans by the Imperial troops. Two are said to have been exe- 
cuted by them without reference to their consuls, and three are prisoners at 
the Imperial camp, kept in cages, and suffering every indignity can be | 
thought of by the Chinese. These men have been seen by persons in autho- 
nty (Europeans), and as yet no notice has been taken of it. One man was 
taken up there, and brought down in irons to Amoy in the steamer, and taken_ 
back again, also without reference to his consul. The only complaint against 
these men, is a suspicion of selling arms to the rebels. Rewards of $300 are ~ © 
uid to be offered by the mandarins, for heads of any Europeans who atesis- = 
pected of assisting the rebels. Much indignation is caused in Amoy by this, : 
lm consequence of no notice being taken of it by the authorities.” i : 
Auerica.—Particulars have been received of the capture .of Jefferson 
avis, which took place at Irwinsville, Georgia, on the 10th ult.” The 4 
party captured include President Davis’ wife, sisters and brother ; his Post- 3 
naster-General, Reagan ; his private Secretary, Colonel Harrison ; Colonel 
Johnson, aide-de-camp on Davis’ staff ; Colonels Morris and Lubbick, and 
Lieutenant Hathaway ; also several important names, and a train of five —— . an 
7 three ambulances. The prisoners arrived at Fort Monroo on the 19h ~ | 
| Mr. Davis was landed secretly under a guard, and confined in the case- 
mates. It is reported he is to be tried before a civil court, and by a Baltimore” 
jury. The trial of the Booth conspirators is progressing. The gab and .; 
re yh admitted. Discoveries are being made implicati vis and’ 
® leaders of the Confederacy in the plan of assassination. ~The Assistane 
ott of War, Mr. Dana, has ascertained that the key to the .eypmet? 
“p in the office of the Confederate Secretary Benjamin, corresponds ~ 
one found in Booth’s trunk. Major Eckert has also sentif ed translated — 


es sent from Canada to Richmond in er. Mr Stanton has a 
ep that persons found in arms east of the issippi, will be tteated 2 
and punished with death. Magruder and. Kirby Smith have 
their intention of continuing the war. Sheridan has left for Texas, 


extinguish the rebellion in that State. <. ie: 
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